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Where there is fuel there is fire

Glenwood company ready to protect homes from wildfire

The best way to prevent your house from burning down is to start a fire around it.  And a Glenwood Springs company is fired up to do it.  Fire travels the path of least resistance.  Where there is fuel, the flame will burn, according to Richard Edwards, owner of Fire Ready wildfire protection and forestry services.  “A wildfire is so confusing,” Edwards said.  “Everything happens so fast, the fire crews have to make fast decisions and if there is no safe zone for them to work, then they probably won’t attempt to save a house.”  

Over the past century the forest lands in the US, including up and down the Roaring Fork Valley, have seen a drastic increase in fuels.  That poses a greater threat with more and more houses being built in rural areas surrounded by National Forest acreage.  

The most important aspect in securing a house from wildfire is to eliminate as many variables as possible and to break up the continuity of the fire’s path.  That’s the job of Fire Ready. 

In 2002, the Missionary Ridge fire in the San Juan National Forest near Durango consumed more than 73,000 acres, destroyed 83 structures and had a suppression cost of approximately $40 million.  All due to a carelessly discarded cigarette.  However, Richard’s wife and partner in Fire Ready, Gloria Edwards, said that they mitigated 77 homes in the same area and not a single one was damaged in the blaze.

Richard and his crew of four mitigate the area surrounding the house and property by thinning vegetation and removing “dead and down” fuels that will easily ignite during a fire.  “We don’t do sprinkler systems,” Richard said.  “We do the actual thinning of vegetation around the structure.  A lot of people think that if they have a good sprinkler system or a fire station close by then they will be OK, but that is not always the case.” 

The mitigation defensible space management is broken down into three zones.  The first zone consists of removing all flammable vegetation within 15 feet of the structure, measured from the eaves of the house.  The second zone is an area of fuel reduction, or “thinning” of fuels within a 75 to 125 foot perimeter of the structure, depending on the degree of slope the structure is built on.  And the third zone is an area of traditional forest management and is of no particular size extending from zone two to the property boundaries.  

“A lot of people don’t think they’ll like it,” Richard said.  “But when they see it when it’s done they think it’s beautiful.”  The Edward’s Fire Ready team is environmentally friendly too, Gloria said.  Their main job is to ensure the protection of the house but also to create and restore a healthy forest environment surrounding the home.  “We aren’t mechanized,” she said.  “We do light impact and light on the land approach.  According to Richard, most of the work is done within a three-day time frame, but it’s determined by the size of the home and how much vegetation is on the property.  

Fire Ready has nine branches around Colorado that are independently owned.  The Edwards are the only certified forest mitigation company in the state, Richard said, by the Society of American Foresters.  Besides fire protection other services they provide are forest restoration work, winter beetle surveys, global positioning mapping and community presentations.  The need for their services is a direct cause of more and more people moving to rural zones in the mountains that have a large quantity of fuel build-up.  

“The public is so much more aware of the need for what we do,” Gloria said.
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Quick Facts about Wildfires:

· Wildfire will find the weakest links in the defense measures you have taken on your property.

· The primary determinants of a home’s ability to survive wildfire are its roofing material and the quality of the “defensible space” surrounding it.

· Even small steps to protect your home and property will make them more able to withstand fires.

· Consider these measures for all areas of your property, not just the immediate vicinity of the house.
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